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ELECTION FILING DATES CHANGED

Effective July 6, 2010, a new law moves up several important election deadlines, including the last day for school boards to act to place a referendum on the ballot.

Public Act 96-1008 (Senate Bill 3012) revises several provisions of the Election Code and advances the due dates for various filings and board actions.  The most significant changes for school elections include the following:

· The deadline for boards to vote to place a referendum question on the ballot is now 79 days (instead of 65 days) before the election.  That means that for the November 2, 2010, election, your board must act no later than August 16, 2010 (rather than August 30).

· The window period for school board candidates to file nomination petitions will be from 113 days to 106 days before the election, instead of from 78 to 71 days.  With regard to the consolidated elections in early April of odd-numbered years, that means school board candidates will have to file 5 weeks earlier, generally in mid-December rather than in late January.
· The last day to appeal an Electoral Board decision is now 5 days after receiving it, instead of 10 days after it is issued.

If you have any questions about these Election Code changes, please call John M. Izzo or any of our other attorneys.
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